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Standalone Dist layer switches using STP,HSRP for  
Layer 2 and Layer 3 resilience

3850 or 3750 12x1Gig SFP switch as 
distribution layer switch

3850 or 3750 12x1Gig SFP switch as 
distribution layer switch

Stacking Cable between dist switches
Located in same building within a a 

couple of feet of each other

EtherChannel LAG EtherChannel LAG EtherChannel LAG

My thought here is there’s no need for HSRP or 
MSTP in this design, in effect this would be a 

redundant star topology. I’ve never configured a 
distribution layer in this way before not sure if it’s 

a valid design for the dist using a stack?

MM 62.5 fiber Backbone

AccessLayer
Netgear GS752TPS 
Stackable Switches

AccessLayer
Netgear GS752TPS 
Stackable Switches

Standalone Dist layer switches using STP,HSRP for  
Layer 2 and Layer 3 resilience

MSTP used for  VLAN 
load balancing 

Attempting to provide L2 and L3 redundancy in a mixed vendor 
environment using Cisco dist layer and Netgear access layer

Not sure how well MSTP will work between 
Cisco and Netgear in this design?

Not sure how well EtherChannel  will work between 
Cisco and Netgear in this design?
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